
17 May 2018 Term 2:  Week 5 

PRINCIPAL 
Mr Matthew Beacroft 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

As always it has been another busy week at our wonderful school with lots of opportunities 
and experiences for all our children.  

NAPLAN:  
Thank you to the teachers and students for all their hard work in preparing and sitting the 
NAPLAN Tests this week. These tests will assess the literacy and numeracy skills of the 
children and provide parents and our school with information about their strengths and 
challenge areas. Our school is currently  enhancing our technology and capacity of students 
and staff to ensure the readiness of our school for NAPLAN online.  

FASHION NIGHT:  
We look forward to seeing as many parents and friends as possible for the Fall into Fashion 
event on Friday 1st June. With 50 tickets already, live music, canapés, champagne, fashion 
tips and parade, I know this will be a wonderful night for the community, friendships and 
raising money for our wonderful school. Secure your ticket here:  https://www.trybooking.com/

VKEF The Fall into Fashion event flyer with details of the event is attached. 

DISCO:  
Thank you to all the students, parents and staff who made the Disco such a wonderful 
event last Friday night. Any time you have a dance off, limbo competition and parents up 
dancing with their children on a light up LED floor, it’s going to be a wonderful night.  

THE ARTS:  
This year in Art, Music and Drama we have been focusing on the book, “The Cow Tripped 
Over the Moon,” by Tony Wilson. The students of St Mary of the Cross, from Prep to Year 
Six, have created a play around the book with musical performances, dance and film. They 
have been working very hard on learning their songs, lines and dances. The details of the 
performance are attached and we would love for you to come along and see what we have 
been learning in our Arts lesson. As you know with a performance we need costumes. We 
have kept this very simple for you. All your child needs to wear is black pants or leggings 
and a black top. This can be long sleeved if the weather is cooler. The students have created 
their own character masks in our lessons that they will wear as well.  We thank Mrs Veling 
for her expertise in preparing the students.  

ZONE 6 CROSS COUNTRY:  
Last Friday 11th May students from Year One to Year Six attended the Zone 6 Cross Country 
along with close to a 1000 other students from twenty other northside Catholic Schools. A 
special congratulations to the Senior Boys who finished second in their team division.  

QLD CATHOLIC NETBALL:  
On Monday 21st May some of our senior girls will be combining with some students from 
Holy Cross to compete against teams across South East Queensland and beyond. We wish 
the girls all the best and thank Miss Tickner for her expert coaching and support.  

AFL SKILLS:  
Our Prep to Year Two students enjoyed an AFL clinic this week with Ben Warren and 
Andrew Swallow. Both of these gentlemen are ex AFL players who now play for Aspley 
Hornets in the NEAFL competition. You can see them in action at Graham Road, Aspley this 
weekend and we thank them for their time, expertise and skills.  

Regards, 

Matthew Beacroft 
Principal 
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SCHOOL 

NOTICES 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

On Sunday we celebrated the Ascension of Jesus into heaven. The Lord took Jesus into 
heaven beyond our sight, leaving us with the power of the Holy Spirit. We wait for Jesus to 
come again, and we try to follow in Jesus’ steps by doing God’s work in our daily lives. 

We believe that God has a plan for our life. It can however be difficult to understand God’s 
plan for us, particularly when we experience pain, loss and sadness. Prayer has the power to 
bring us closer to God and can help us to understand more fully His plan for our life. 

By discerning our spiritual gifts we can discover how God has equipped us for our purpose 
in life. If there is a call there will be a gift and if there is a gift there will be a call. Every 
baptised Christian has a vocation, a path chosen by God. By discerning our gifts we seek out 
situations where God calls us to stand and serve him by showing love to others. 

It is through baptism and confirmation that we are called and gifted. The gifts we receive 
are given to us to give away because they are the means through which God’s grace, love 
and care reach our neighbours. 

Often we don’t know our gifts until after a point in our life where our faith becomes more 
personal and/or a situation occurs where a particular gift is needed. As we grow in our 
personal faith, spiritual belief and quest for life we may expect to see one or more of our 
gifts revealed to us and our community. 

This weekend spend some time in prayer discerning your gifts. How can you use your gift 
in your life? 

Please keep in your prayers those children in our parish who are preparing to receive their 
Confirmation and First Eucharist. This is a very special and important time in their life as 
Catholics. At St Mary of the Cross we particularly keep in our prayers: Seamus, Clancy, 
Summer and Will who will make their confirmation on Sunday 27th May at Holy Cross 
Church. 

3 Minute Retreat 

Finish your week with a 3-minute retreat by clicking on the link below. Spend some time 
away from your busy life and reflect with your God. Give yourself permission to stop and 
feed your soul. A great way to start the weekend! 

http://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-prayer.htm 

Have a peaceful week, 

Dean Estreich 
APRE 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL (APRE) 
Mr Dean Estreich 

FRIDAY - $5  
includes a sausage on 
bread, popper & snack 

Payment can be made to 
the school office via cash 

or EFTPOS.  
*For your convenience 

you are welcome to pay 
a couple of weeks  in 

advance or for a Term. 

School Banking  
is now on a 

MONDAY 

Winter Jackets & 
Jumpers available 

    $55 Jacket     $25 Jumper 

Please note the uniform 
NO longer sells  

Fleece Track Pants 

We encourage families to 
source these items from 

department stores. 

 Please ensure you buy 
royal blue or dark blue to 
suit our school uniform. 

KEYBOARD LESSONS  

with Steve Hawley 

St Mary of the Cross is very happy to offer Keyboard 
Lessons during school hours. Please contact Steve 

directly on 0431 014 375 if you are interested in this 
opportunity. 

Private & Group Lessons available (max. 4pp) 
Mon & Tue from $15 per 1/2hr 
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Dear Parents, 

Forgiveness is something we often instruct our children about but perhaps we don’t always 
practise what we preach.  Ron Rolheiser offers the following thoughts.  

“Somewhere near his 75th birthday, Morris West wrote a series of autobiographical essays 
entitled, A View from the Ridge. He suggests that at age 75 you need to have only one word 
left in your spiritual vocabulary, gratitude, and that maturity is attained precisely at that 
moment when gratitude begins to drown out and cauterize the hurts in your life. As he 
describes it: Life has served me as it serves everyone, sometimes well and sometimes ill, but 
I have learned to be grateful for the gifts of it, for the love that began it and the other loves 
with which I have been so richly endowed. 

The fruit of that maturity is forgiveness. Just as smoke follows fire, forgiveness follows 
gratitude. Gratitude ultimately fuels all genuine virtue, is the source of love itself.  And its 
major fruit is forgiveness. When we are grateful we more easily find the strength to forgive. 
To age into and then die with a forgiving heart is the ultimate moral and religious 
imperative. Moral fidelity, when not rooted inside of gratitude and forgiveness, is far from 
enough. It can leave us just as much ‘outside’ as sin and infidelity. The struggle to forgive, I 
suspect, is our greatest psychological, moral, and religious struggle.  It’s not easy to forgive. 
Most everything inside of us protests. When we have been wronged, when we have 
suffered an injustice, when someone or something has treated us unfairly, a thousand 
physical and psychological mechanisms inside of us begin clam-up, shut-down, freeze- over, 
self-protect, and scream-out in protest, anger, and rage.  Forgiveness is not something we 
can simply will and make happen. The heart, as Pascal once said, has its reasons. It also has 
its rhythms, its paranoia, its cold bitter spots, and its need to seal itself off from whatever 
has wounded it. Moreover, all of us have been wounded. No one comes to adulthood with 
his or her heart fully intact. In ways small or traumatic, we have all been treated unjustly, 
violated, hurt, ignored, not properly honored, and unfairly cast aside. We all carry wounds 
and, with those wounds, we all carry some angers, some bitterness, and some areas within 
which we have not forgiven.  The strength of Henri Nouwen’s greatest book, The Return of 
the Prodigal Son, was precisely to point out both the hidden cold places in our hearts and 
the mammoth struggle needed to bring warm and forgiveness to those places. So much of 
the lightness or heaviness in our hearts, most every nuance of our mood, is unconsciously 
dictated by either the forgiveness or the non-forgiveness inside us. Forgiveness is the deep 
secret to joy. Andrew Greeley, reviewing “Angela’s Ashes”, praised Frank McCourt for being 
brilliant, but challenged him for being unforgiving with words to this effect: Granted, your 
life has been unfair. Your father was an alcoholic, your mother didn’t protect you from the 
effects of that, you grew up in dire poverty, and you suffered a series of mini-injustices 
under the Irish social services, the Irish church, the Irish educational system, and the Irish 
weather! So, let me give you some advice: Before you die, forgive! Forgive your father for 
being an alcoholic, forgive your mother for not protecting you, forgive the church for 
wherever ways it failed you, forgive Ireland for the poverty, rain, and bad teachers it 
inflicted on you, forgive yourself for the failures of your own life, and then forgive God 
because life isn’t fair … so that you don’t die an angry and bitter man because that’s really 
the ultimate moral imperative.” 

There is much food for thought there.   

Mary MacKillop would say:   

“Let us show love in our acts, bearing with one another, forgiving and forgetting.” 

Have a good week, forgiving yourself among others. 

God bless, 

Sr Anne Cannon 
School Pastoral Worker      

PASTORAL CARE CORNER 
Sr Anne Cannon 

MAY 

2nd Summer 

15th Chanel 

18th Dominic & Halle 

24th Joshua 

27th Clancy 

MINI VINNIES’  
MOTHERS’ DAY STALL 

Thank you for your support of 
this stall.  We raised over 
$200 which will be a great 
help to the local St Vincent de 
Paul group who have many 
calls at this time of year.  

CONFIRMATION 

We continue our prayers for 
Summer, Seamus, Will and 
Clancy as they prepare for 
Confirmation on 27 May.  We 
also pray for Dominic who is 
beginning his journey towards  
First Communion. 



07 3857 4803   |   pwindsor@bne.catholic.edu.au 
22 Grafton St, Windsor  Qld  4030   |   PO Box 535, Lutwyche  Qld  4030 

www.stmaryofthecross.qld.edu.au 
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NATIONAL SORRY DAY 

National Sorry Day is commemorated on 26th May each year to acknowledge and recognise members of 
the Stolen Generation.  For many years St Mary of the Cross has been a part of the Noonga Reconciliation 
Group event, held at Kalinga Park.  This year the event is on Friday 25th May, with Mrs Bev Hickey being 
one of the key organisers.  Mrs Hickey is one of our much-loved library volunteers.  We have many books 
in our school library that tell the story of people who have been directly and indirectly affected by this 
past Government policy.  We encourage you or your child to borrow these books. 

NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORYTIME Wednesday 23rd May 

This year, St Mary of the Cross will participate in National Simultaneous Storytime. Each year a picture book, written and 
illustrated by an Australian author and illustrator, is read simultaneously in libraries, schools, pre-schools, childcare centres, 
family homes, bookshops and many other places around the country. Now in its 18th year, National Simultaneous Story Time is 
a colourful, vibrant, fun event that aims to promote the value of reading and literacy. This year’s book, ‘Hickory Dickory Dash’ 
is written by Tony Wilson and illustrated by Laura Wood.  These two talented people have teamed up in the past to write ‘The 
Cow Tripped Over the Moon’. As luck would have it, this book is the basis of our school play and musical performance 
organised by Mrs Veling.  We look forward to sharing Tony Wilson’s book this year and hearing if we can help reach one million 
readers on May 23rd!  

Remember your library books each week!   
Return your books on TUESDAY for borrowing on WEDNESDAY. 
BORROWING ALLOWANCES: 
*PREP:   One picture book + home readers 
*Years 1 & 2:  One picture book, one non-fiction + home readers 
*Years 3-6:  A selection of fiction and non-fiction books, including a ‘just right’ read for your classroom 
Happy reading! 
Nena Morgante 

NEWS from the LIBRARY  

HEALTHY LUNCHES - Apricot Oat Slice 

This recipe is nut-free, easy to make, children could do it or at least help and it will keep well.  It comes from the Heart 
Foundation. 

Ingredients 
 Canola oil spray  
 1 cup rolled oats  
 1 cup plain flour  
 ½ cup self raising flour  
 1 cup caster sugar  
 ½ cup desiccated coconut  
 ½ cup diced dried apricots, paw paw or pineapple  
 ½ cup salt reduced spread, melted  
 2 tablespoons golden syrup  
 2 tablespoons water  
Method  
1. Preheat oven to 180°C (160°C fan-forced). Lightly grease a 20cm x 30cm lamington or slice pan with cooking spray & line 

with baking paper. 
2. Place oats, flours, sugar, coconut and apricots into a bowl & mix well. Make a well in the centre.  
3. Combine spread, syrup & water. Add to dry ingredients & mix well. Press into prepared pan & bake for 25-30 minutes, or 

until golden brown.  
4. Cool in pan & cut into 28 slices.  This number of slices (approximately) ensures the slices aren’t too big. 



 

DRINK ON ARRIVAL + CANAPES  

FASHION SHOW + STYLING  

SIP,  SHOP + SOCIALISE  

LIVE MUSIC  

LUCKY DOOR PRIZES  

RAFFLES  

FALL INTO  

FASHION  

FRIDAY 1ST
  JUNE  |   7 -10 PM 

JOIN US AT QROASTERS  

FOR A NIGHT OF  

FASHION  +  STYLE + FUN  

TICKETS $50  

BOOK NOW AT  
www.trybooking.com  

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=375965&


	  

YOU ARE INVITED! 
We are super excited to announce our first full school performance in many 
years. This year we have been focusing on the book, “The Cow Tripped Over the 
Moon,” in Art, Drama and Music.  The students of St Mary of the Cross, from 
prep to grade six, have created a play around the book with musical 
performances, dance and film. We would love for you to come and enjoy the 
show. All are welcome!!! 
 
SHOW DETAILS  
DATE - Thursday 14th June   
TIME – 2pm 
LOCATION – St Mary of the Cross School 
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